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IN THE CLAIMS . , . 1 

P,ea.can.cndcl.n,sl,5,7.a„dl4.andaddnewc,.i.20. as set forth bclow. 

The new claim 20 assens previously unclaimed subject .atter that is set forth ,n the 
speciftcalion from page 14. line 18 through page 1 5. line 4. 

r conveying a prcsuiDea medicaiiu.. Iv - 

f(c method comprising the steps of: 

^ providing a digital priscription carrier including a read/write memory and 

a n infrared communption interface; 

pvrrrir f " '^-^"'"^ - oreseripti^ r b.. the d,t, wp yld , 
;.,Hr.ipherahle iitliguLipriorn'^tr rnmm <\om^ ^OT\ gSflwa rSL 
uploadili&^riibSlJlcP^" '^^'^ ddm«j.rpiescription 

into saidlrriertLugh said interface, said prescription calling for the use 
of a selected meication of a selected dosage on a selected schedule; 
transferring saidfcanier by a patient to a pharmacy; 
downloading sid prescription data from said carrier through said interface 
at said pharmaty;, 

^^^^^^^j. .4 riVlir""" < ^'^ ^"^ "" ^ indec i phe rable form intQ ^ fonP Ib al 




vL/n yU \>& dec|phe' 
and 

te3 filling said lieseription at said pharmacyivdiersiu. 

^pln-^'- fr stms are, e^ch accomplished by a d»ta 

iv^n.ifer that or nT'' without phvsital ppniacl. 

2.(Previously Amended; Limed without change) A method as set forth in Claim 1 . 



further including the step of entfring a first access 



code into said carrier to enable access to said 



prescription data prior to said uhloading step. 

3.(Previously Amendei; reprinted without change) A method as set forth in Claim 1 , 



I 



JUN-10-03 TUE 04:43 PI1 ^^mW STOLL HUSTOE (1 



FAX NO. 164746822 



P. 04 



values of lime and dale; 
(b) providing said ca Jr with a prescription compliance switch interfaced to 

said clock/calcndaa 

(0 operating said coLiance switch by a patient upon taking a t.edicat:on 
specified by saidAircscription; and 

storing in a con/liance memory within said carrier respective values of 
lime and date icurring upon operation of said compliance switch. 




4.(Previcusly Amended; rcj^nted without change) A method as set forth in Claim 3, 

. further including the steps of 

(a) providing ^id carrier with an annunciator clement; 

(b) entering if said barrier by said pharmacist schedule data defining a 
prescription sdt,4^i^?omprising a plurality of sets ^ 

dates at Xhich ipUt is to ta/a medication specified by prescription; 

(c) periodically corLring wltl/said canier said internal values of time and 
date wifh said schclhik^ics and dates; and 

(d) acliving said annunciator element upon said internal values of time and 
date latching a set of said schedule time and schedule dale. 

5 (Previously Amided; reprinted without change) A method as set forth inO^n + 
wherehr ^^ ol Pi^jd lu, .a.a pa .n iiili i. ■ In vrngir^o — cnti^-int^ 

^ . r...K.. indin. , h . ..r of nMrrinp a r^^ nd a,pe,s .ode j nt o sajd parn.r ena fek 
tn .;>id nrcscrit>T|nn rInTi r''"r ^"''^ rf"wn1oading siee. 

6.(Prcviously imended; reprinted without change) A method as set forth in Claim 1, 

further including the steps of: 

(a) / uploading prescription data defining a plurality of prescriptions for a 
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plurality of medicalions into sjud carrier through said interface; 

(b) downloading said prcscriplio Jdata through said interface; and 

(c) filling each of said prescriptions defined by said prescription data. 

(TWICE AMENDED) A method fir conveying a prescribed medication to a 
oilicnt the method comprising ihe steps of: / 

a communication interracfe; 
^ entering a f.rst access cote into said carrier to enable soflware access 

• thereto; / 
(c) uploading proscription/data defining a prescription^saiddMabein^jn^ 
■■■hniiyi^to^ri^Vrfip iialfomi. into said carrier through said interface. 
Zid prescription calling for the use of a selected medication of a selected 
dosage on a selected schedule; 

,„,,,^,i.„ p,4,ri.p.ion da ta that S O id d. .a w jmldMiadeciBbe^ 

^ transfen-ingsaid /arrlcrVa pati/l to a phaiwacy; 
^ entering a secori ace^codp^to said carrier to enable software access 

thereto; / 

(f) downloading fd prescription data^saiddmhoingJi^^ 
di gitaUonn. /from said canicr through said interface at said phannacy; 

form: / 
and / 

(g) filling saidf prescription by said pharmaci st. 



8. 



(Previously AmLed; reprinted without change) A method as set forth in 

Claim 7, further including the pps of: 

(a) operatii/g a digital clock/calendar within said earner to generate internal 

valucspftime and date; 
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(b) 



providing said carrier with a pr/scripllon compliance switch interfaced to 
said clock/calendar; ^ 
operating said compliance s Jtch by a patient upon talc.ng a med.cauot, 

specified by said prcscriptioA; and 

storing in a compliance meU within said carrier respective values of 
lime and date oecurringu/on operation of said compliance swttch. 



9. 



(Previously Amended; rcprintef ithout change) A method as set forth in 

Claim 8. further including the steps of: 

(a) providing said catTicr Uh an annunciator clement; 

entering into said caricr by said phannacist schedule data defining a 
prescription schedulicomprising a plurality of sets of schedule times and 
dates at which a patient is to take a medication specified by said 



(b) 



■ said internal values of time and 



prescription; 

(c) periodically compyW>^'thin/aid canicr i 
^ date with said scljUilc tin)/ and dates; and 

(d) activating said ainui^^r element upon said internal values of time and 
date matching aLt of said schedule time and schedule date. 

1 0. (Previously AmendedLrinted without change) A method as set forth in 
Claim 9 wherein said annunciator elLent includes a vibrating element. 

1 1 (Previously Amendid; reprinted without change) A method as set forth in 
Claim 7, wherein said eommmucf n interface includes an infrared data communication 
interface, 



12. 



(Previously AmeLed; reprimed without change) A method as set forth in 

Claim 7, further including the steps of: 

(a) uploadiig. by a physician, prescription data defining a plurality of 

prescriiions for a plurality of medications to he taken on a plurality of 
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schedules into said cairicr throuih said inlcrface; 

(b) downloading, by a pharmacist, U preseription data through sa.d 

interface; and | 

(c) Ming eaeh of said prescriptions defined by said prescription data. 

n. (Previously Amended; reprit^tcdwitL change) A method as set forth in 

Claim 7. further including the steps of: / 

(a) providing said canicr with iin annunciator element; 

(b) entering into said carrier, f said phat^acist for each of said prescriptions, 
schedule data defimng a ispective prescription schedule compnstng a 
plurality of sets of schedile times and dates at which a patient is to take a 
medication specified bylhe respective prescription; 

(c) periodically comparing Lithin said carrier said internal values of time and 
\ date with said schcduldtimcs and dates; and 

) ^ (d) activating said anmJalor element upon said internal values of time and 

date matching a 4 o&aid schedule time and date. 

14.(TWICE AMENDED) A^ gpl prescri/on can-ier apparatus comprising: 

(a) . a carrier housing; 

(b) a central processing/unit (CPU) positioned within said housing; 

(c) a display device po litioncd on said housing, interfaced to said CPU. and 
capable of displayiL alphanumeric characters; 

(d) input/output (1/0) nterface circuitiy positioned in said hotjsing and 
interfaced to said hv, said 1/0 circuitry being capable of interfacing said 
CPU to an cxtem|l computer to exchange data therewith; 
data memoiy circjiiti-y positioned within said housing; 
and I 

prcscrbtioiijjil^^ 

.nftwarc furlh eJcap^hle convcnm^encr^m^jirss crmm data jo a . 
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j^^A^M^ fnrm: and. 

(f) prescriplion software stored in sau/mc.ory 10 bo processed by sa.d CPU. 

wherein, / 

the CPU and the I/O circuitry cofoperate to enable 

uploading, by airescriber, of the prescription data 

,,p,,,ca^r,^^ into ''^^^ -"^-^^^ '""^ 

downloading/f said prescription data at a pharmacy, 

1 5.(Previously Amended; reprinted with! change) A digital prescription carrier 
apparatus as set forth in Claim 14. further induing: 

(a) a real-time elock/calendaV positioned within said housing and mtcrfaeed to 

said CPU; j 

(b) an alert device positio.|ed within said housing and interfaced to said CPU; 

and i> 

(c) said prescription sof^iarc cooperating with said prescription data, said 
clock/calendar, andjaid alert device to cause activation ofsaid alert device 
when a dose of n)^^" prescribed b^ said prescription data is to be 

laken. 

16.(Previously Amended; repriL without ehan^ A digital prescription carrier 
apparatus as set forth in Claim 15, furtiicWluding: 

(a) a compliance switchV^ioii^ o" said housing and interfaced to sa.d 

CPU; and ; 

(b) said prescription software cooperating with said compliaace switch to 
record in said data mcmoiy circuitry an occuirence of the operation of said 
complianceiwiich subsequent to activation of said alert device. 

I 

I ... 
1 7.(Previously Amended;/reprinted without change) A digital prescription carrier 

apparatus as set forth in claim isjwhcrein said alert device includes at least one of: 
(a) a sonic alJrt device interfaced to said CPU; or 
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(b) 



I vibrating alert device intcrfacid lo said CPU. 




lS.(PrcviouslyWndcd; reprinted without cf,a„gc) A digital prescription carr.cr 

apparatus as set forth in Claim 14. further includingjl 

(a) apluralityoflceyswitehespftionedonsaidhousir.gandmterfaeedto 

said CPU; 

said iprescription software iusing uploaded prescription data lo generate a 
sche'dule of dose times for jL medication represented by said prescription 

data; and 

operation of said key swilhes enabling review of said schedule of dose 
times for said medicauoij in cooperation with said display device. 



(b) 



(c) 



19 (Previously Amended; reprinted wiLut change) A digital prescription carrier 
apparatus as set foith In Claim U wherein sai/l I/O interface circuitry includes an infrared data 
link. 



II, 



20.jy^a^^ A method as set fortl 
endowing a prescriber with 
upd ating, by a prescriber, of pri 



ne 



Call 



firsV 



2, further including the steps of; 
cess code; 

cription informa(fon including at least one of 
deleting a pfecc oKtoredjjp^np data; 
adding a nclv piece of stored prescription data; 
changing aipiecc of stored prescription data; 
endowing the pharmacistUth the second access code; and, 
updating, by the pharmaJist. of prescription infonnation including at least one of 
noting thi filling of a prescription; 

reducing/the number of refills remaining for a piece of stored 
prescripjion data; or, 
Lipdatinfe patient infonTiation. 



